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I’ve been having an on-going discussion concerning
faith and atheists. It has sparked an interest in my mind
on this topic. The major point of contention, as I see it,
is that the ability to reason is better than having faith in
what can’t be proved. I fall on the faith side of this
discussion.

Atheists, in general, won’t trust anything unless it
has been tested, examined, or inspected. With that
done, they then are ready to trust or reject. Some of the
things they find incredible are: that the world was
created by God, that Jesus is alive and sitting at the
right hand of God, or that miracles were preformed as
recorded in scriptures. They have, in fact, difficulty
recognizing the authority of the Bible. 

I understand their plight. If one is caught in the
necessity of “figuring” things out before faith can be
exercised, the Bible has no value. Indeed “figuring”
things out first won’t lead to faith. The two don’t go
together. You can’t have faith if you need to reason
things out. This isn’t to say that we have a “blind”
faith. No, on the contrary, our faith is based on what we
read in the Bible. 

One atheist author went as far as saying that to live
by faith is foolish. Humans have the capacity to reason
and that should be, in his thinking, what guides life.
Actually I felt quite blessed after reading his thoughts
on the foolishness of faith. For him it is foolishness but
for me it is the foundation of life and hope. I believe
what the Bible says. If I can’t prove it, all the better.
Faith is trusting what we can’t see. That’s what pleases
God. Can I prove that Jesus was resurrected? Can I
prove that God exists? Can I prove I’ve received
citizenship in the kingdom of God? No!

I find it a futile exercise to try to prove the
existence of God to unbelievers. That fact can’t be
proven either way by the feeble intellect. God has to
draw people to Himself and reveal Himself. The need
for “proof” is, in my thinking, very arrogant. It sets
oneself up as the final authority on matters of truth.
That is a feeble position because we don’t know as
much today as we will tomorrow. Therefore, what
“proof” we have today may not stand up tomorrow. 

However, when I rest my life in faith, which needs

no “proof”, I’m as secure today as I will be tomorrow.
The beautiful thing about faith is that it is trusting in
the unseen things which, I believe, are eternal. All the
skeptics and critics can’t change that. Even with the
threat of death. I’m glad for the skeptic and critic, as
they make me more convinced of my faith.

The “proof” of faith doesn’t rest in the one having
faith, it rests in the one whom we have faith in. One
day, as scriptures says, “our faith will be made sight.”
We will be given “proof” beyond any doubt or
argument. God will supply it.

Because we trust in unseen things our faith will be
tried, by these severe critics. Remaining faithful
without “proof” is what Peter says “will bring praise
and honor and glory to us when Jesus appears.”

The opposition of the world and the kingdom is
clearly seen in the struggle between faith and reason.
Without faith it is impossible to please God. Without
reason it is impossible to please the world. I’d suggest
that you please God. 

If you have picked up this magazine you no doubt
have an interest in divine things. Read through the
articles here and consider them. Check them with the
Bible and see if they don’t make sense. 

You will find addresses and directions to meetings
and people who can help you on your spiritual journey.
Take advantage of them. If you desire to have this bi-
monthly magazine sent to your home, just e-mail your
address to us and it will be done.

I’m glad you have read this far. I’d encourage you
to continue on and be blessed.

Read On.

Chuck Jones, Editor.

First Words

Concerning Faith
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In their concerted drive into the
Pacific, the Japanese army landed
on the northern coast of Luzon
Island, in the Philippines, on
December 10, 1941. The American
and Filipino troops were slowly
pushed southward until they were
concentrated on Bataan Peninsula
and on Corregidor Island, near the
mouth of Manila Bay. General
Douglas MacArthur was on
Corregidor Island at the time and he
listened to the daily news bulletin
every evening via shortwave radio.

MacArthur was one of history's
greatest military orators. When
ordered by President Franklin
Roosevelt to evacuate to Australia,
he made one of his shortest, yet
most memorable speeches, a simple
statement to reporters: "The
President of the United States
ordered me to break through the
Japanese lines and proceed from
Corregidor to Australia for the
purpose, as I understand it, of
organizing the American offensive
against Japan, a primary objective
of which is the relief of the
Philippines. I came through and I
shall return."

These three small words became
the "rallying-cry" of the United
States Army for the next few years.
They gave courage and hope to
millions of soldiers as they fought
toward the goal of re-conquering
lost territory. They represent the
"hope" of MacArthur's Army.
Eventually, on October 22, 1944,
the promise was fulfilled. Standing
on a small beach in the Philippines,

the great speechmaker began a
longer oration with the words, "I
have returned."

But it was not Douglas
MacArthur who first inspired
discouraged followers with a
departing promise of his final
victory! Over 1,900 years earlier,
under orders from his Father to
ascend to Heaven, Jesus Christ told
his handful of disciples, "I go to
prepare a place for you…I will
come again…" (John 14:2-3). These
words, too, have given rise to a
"rallying-cry": "MARANATHA!"
(which means, "Our Lord, come!").
The return of Christ is the hope of
the Church. One of these days his
promise, too, will be fulfilled.
Standing on a small hill outside
Jerusalem, Jesus will be able to say,
like MacArthur, "I have returned." 

The Apostle Paul wrote, “But
we don’t want you to be ignorant,
brothers, concerning those who
have fallen asleep, so that you don’t
grieve like the rest, who have no
hope. For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so God
will bring with him those who have
fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we
tell you by the word of the Lord,
that we who are alive, who are left
to the coming of the Lord, will in no
way precede those who have fallen
asleep. For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of the archangel, and
with God’s trumpet. The dead in
Christ will rise first, then we who
are alive, who are left, will be
caught up together with them in the

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air.
So we will be with the Lord forever.
Therefore comfort one another with
these words (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18, WEB).”

Paul had founded the Christian
Church in Thessalonica, a major
city in northern Greece (known
today as Saloniki), during a
three-week visit there, in AD 50,
early in his second missionary
journey (see Acts 17:1-9).
Considering how short a time he
had spent with these new believers,
he had succeeded in teaching them
quite a lot about their new-found
faith, as is evidenced by the number
of times he uses expressions like
"you know" in his first Epistle to
them, which we know as 1
Thessalonians. Yet, obviously, there
were gaps in their understanding.
Bible scholars believe that when
Paul's assistant, Timothy (whom he
had left behind in Macedonia),
came to visit him in Athens, he
brought with him a list of questions
to which the Thessalonian
Christians needed authoritative
answers. The result of their query is
the Book we cal l  "First
Thessalonians" – probably the first
piece of the New Testament to be
written by Paul.

One of the questions the
Thessalonians asked seems to have
been concerned with the condition
of Christians who die. Probably no
Christians had died during the three
weeks Paul had spent in their city,
so the question hadn't arisen then,
and Paul hadn't dealt with it. Now,

Jesus Shall Return!
by Dr. John H. Roller
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after the passage of several months,
which included affliction and
persecution (1 Thessalonians 3:3-4),
they had probably had that
experience, and were wondering
what would become of their
deceased loved ones in the future.
Would they ever see them again?
The Scripture text we are looking at
is Paul's response to that question.

Paul's answer begins with a
strong affirmation of both the
importance of their question and the
truthfulness of his answer. "We
don’t want you to be ignorant…this
we tell you by the word of the Lord"
(1 Thessalonians 4:13,15). This is
not an irrelevant "side issue" and it
is not a matter of personal opinion
or speculation! It is a doctrine of
vital importance to the "brothers" to
whom Paul is writing and it is given
in the form of a clear revelation
from God.

What is the present condition of
Christians who have died? Three
times in as many verses (vv. 13-15),
Paul uses the expression "those who
have fallen asleep" to describe those
he later calls "the dead" (v.16). It is
clear that Paul, along with all the
other writers of Scripture, portrays
Christians who have died as being
"asleep" – unconscious and inactive
– unaware of anything that is going
on in the world and unable to
participate in it in any way. Since
the moment of their decease, they
haven't gone anywhere or done
anything, and that condition would
remain unchanged forever were it
not for God's revealed plan to
intervene and change it!

But there is such a plan!
Beginning in verse 16-18, Paul
describes, in sequential order, the
events of a day the Church can still
look forward to, eagerly and
expectantly:

1. “The Lord himself” (Jesus
Christ) "will descend from heaven".

Notice that nothing is said, in this
passage or any other, anywhere in
the Bible, about deceased Christians
(or anyone else) "going to heaven;"
rather, the promise is about a living
Jesus "coming from heaven" back to
this earth.

2. "...with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with God’s
trumpet". Where did anyone ever
get the idea that this event would be
a "secret"? This is a description of
one of the "noisiest" events in our
planet's history! Not only is it
"loud" but Revelation 1:7 adds that
everyone in the world will see it
happen as well as hear it.

3. "The dead in Christ will rise
first" .  The importance of
resurrection (rather than "surviving"
the experience of dying) cannot
possibly be overemphasized. Paul
would later write, in 1 Corinthians
15:13-14, "if there is no resurrection
of the dead, … then … your faith
also is in vain." Of course, you have
to be dead (not "more alive than
you've ever been before") in order
to experience resurrection.

4. "Then we who are alive, who
are left, will be caught up ..." This
is the aspect of the event we are
studying that gives it the name
"Rapture" (the word "rapture"
means "being caught up"). Notice
that the "Rapture" is not a separate
event from the Second Coming of
Christ. It is a part of that same
event.

5. "...to meet the Lord in the
air". The word "meet" calls to mind
a specific tradition in the ancient
world: that when a conquering king
makes a royal visit to a city he has
added to his empire, those citizens
of that community who have hoped
he would someday rule them would
come running out of the city to
"meet" him on the road and to
accompany him into the city as he
makes his triumphant entrance. It

would be a misuse of the word
"meet" to apply it to a vision of the
Church being "raptured" several
years before the actual return of
Christ.

6. "So we will be with the Lord
forever". In order to be "with" the
Lord, of course, we will have to be
wherever he is at the time. Where
will that be? The logic of the word
"return" implies that he will be on
Earth, since one cannot "return" to a
place other than where one has been
before (remember MacArthur? He
didn't "return" by relocating from
Australia to the United States; he
"returned" by going back to the
place he had earlier left, namely, the
Philippines). So if Jesus is planning
to return to Earth, then it is on Earth
that we will "be with" him
“forever.”

 7. "...comfort one another with
these words". This statement isn't
part of the description of the Second
Coming, of course, but it is
extremely important for an
understanding of the entire passage.
When loved ones die, we are
instructed by this statement to use
this very Scripture in giving
comfort to one another. We are to
remind one another of Jesus'
promise to return. We are to look
forward to seeing our (formerly
deceased, but now resurrected)
friends again when he comes (and
not before then). We will spend
eternity with him and them on his
beautiful, newly re-created Earth –
not in Heaven, where he himself
specifically said (John 13:33) it is
impossible for us to go.

Think about it! Why is it

“the promise is about a
living Jesus coming from

heaven back to this earth”
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important to know what condition
the dead are in now? How is the
issue of the condition of the dead
connected with the prophecy of
Christ’s return to earth? How can
discussion of a future event (the
Second Coming of Christ) bring
“comfort” to a bereaved Christian?

In the next chapter, Paul goes on
to say, “But concerning the times
and the seasons, brothers, you have
no need that anything be written to
you. For you yourselves know well
that the day of the Lord comes like
a thief in the night. For when they
are saying, ‘Peace and safety,’ then
sudden destruction will come on
them, like birth pains on a pregnant
woman; and they will in no way
escape. But you, brothers, aren’t in
darkness, that the day should
overtake you like a thief. You are all
children of light, and children of the
day. We don’t belong to the night,
nor to darkness, so then let’s not
sleep, as the rest do, but let’s watch
and be sober. For those who sleep,
sleep in the night, and those who
are drunk are drunk in the night.
But let us, since we belong to the
day, be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love, and,
for a helmet, the hope of salvation”
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-8).

Ano the r  ques t ion  the
Thessalonians may have asked
Timothy to convey to Paul is,
"When will the Second Coming
take place?" This is a question that
naturally occurs to anyone who is
thinking about an event that is said
to be in the future. We want to put
things "on our calendar" so we can
plan for them and anticipate.

However, Paul introduces his
answer to this question with the
little word "But", indicating a
contrast between the vagueness of
the answer he is about to give to the
"when?" question and the detailed
specificity of the answer he had just

given to the "what?" question. "Of
the times and seasons" he says (to
the very same "brothers"), it is
totally unnecessary that he should
write. Why? Because "you already
know perfectly well" (we would
say) "that the day of the Lord comes
like a thief in the night".

Has your home, or place of
business, ever been invaded by a
burglar? (Having been through that
experience myself, I can assure you
I wish your answer would be "no!").
But if it has, let me ask you another
question: did the burglar first warn
you that he was coming? Could you
have marked your calendar and
known when to expect him? Were
there even any "signs" to give you a
hint that his approach was
imminent? I rather doubt it!

In the same way, Paul is telling
us that Jesus will return without
warning and when his return is not
expected. That is quite the reverse
of the impression you would get
from the flood of books on
"prophecy" currently on the market.
We are led to believe that the Bible
is full of predictions about when
Jesus will come and how we will
know that the time of his advent is
near. If those books are telling the
truth, then how is the day of the
Lord going to come “like a thief”?

The correct answer is found in 1
Thessalonians 5:3-8, where Paul
explains a certain difference in the
nature of Christ's return between
how it is to be viewed by believers
and by unbelievers. To the unsaved,
his coming will be like that of a
thief; when they are not expecting

him (v. 3), he will suddenly come,
and the effect of his coming will be
their "destruction." But to the saved,
there will be no "surprise" on the
day he returns, since we live in the
"light" of the knowledge that he has
promised to return. We don't know
when he will come, but we do know
how (thanks to 1 Thessalonians
4:16-17), so the day will not
"overtake" us like the arrival of a
burglar at midnight would.

Think about it! Does prophecy
contain any "clues" as to when
Jesus will return? In what way will
Jesus' coming be "like" the coming
of a thief? Should the actual return
of Christ come as a "surprise" to his
followers?

The Apostle Paul explains to
curious Christians the truth about
their loved ones who have died:
those people are now asleep,
awaiting a future resurrection to life
in God's eternal kingdom. They will
remain in that condition until Jesus
returns. His return will take place
suddenly and dramatically,
accompanied by audible sounds and
visible activity. Deceased Christians
will be the first to experience the
change, but they will be joined
immediately by the Christians who
are still alive at the time. Together
the entire Church will meet Jesus in
the air and accompany him to his
throne in the New Jerusalem. “What
a day – glorious day – that will be!”

This message should be used to
comfort the bereaved in their
moment of grief – this message, not
the spiritual-sounding platitudes of
man-made tradition. Use the
Scripture for its intended purpose:
not to answer our curiosity about
the future, but to encourage us with
a hope we can live with in the
present!

Remember: "... the Lord himself
will descend from heaven..." (1
Thessalonians 4:16). È

“Jesus will return
without warning and at a
time when his return is

not expected”
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Let me begin by saying that this
is not a heavy, theological article
(I’m not sure I could write one
anyway), but an honest, practical
attempt to come up with a working
definition of “the gospel of the
Kingdom.” The dilemma seems to
be that while we may understand
that the biblical gospel consists of
two parts - “the good news about the
kingdom of God” and “the name of
Jesus” (Acts 8:12) - we may not
understand just what that is.

If you’ve ever tried to explain it
to someone and couldn’t, then it is
probably safe to say that you don’t
personally understand it. I can
appreciate the dilemma. Is there
some way to summarize the gospel
of the kingdom? Is it possible to
reduce the essence of it down to
something we can know and share
with others?

My first assumption is that this
may be an impossible task. Acts 1:3
indicates that Jesus spent his last 40
days on earth explaining the
kingdom of God to his disciples. If
there is that much material to know
and understand, what possible
chance do we have of knowing it
well enough to share it with others?

We know that the disciples did
go out with this message, but they
likely did not try to get potential
converts to commit to a daily
seminar for six-weeks  in order to
“be saved.” The Apostle Paul, in
particular, did spend extended time
teaching about the gospel of the
kingdom (Acts 19:8), but there

apparently must have been a
“shorter version” of the kingdom
gospel that the Early Church shared.
Otherwise, it seems unlikely that the
message would have ever gone out.

While I think that it may be
risky to try and reduce the gospel of
the kingdom down to a simple
formula, I believe that we each need
to have a basic “kingdom gospel
outline” to work from in order to
share this essential message with
others. Before I suggest to you a
possible outline, let me point out
some serious mistakes that have
been made in the past by those
trying to do something similar.

Maybe you have heard of “The
Four Spiritual Laws.” They are the
result of the efforts of some to come
up with a simple formula for easily
sharing the gospel. As such, these
“Laws” are:
1. God LOVES you and offers a
wonderful PLAN for your life.
2 .  Man i s  SINFUL and
SEPARATED from God. Therefore,
he cannot know and experience
God's love and plan for his life.
3. Jesus Christ is God's ONLY
provision for man's sin. Through
Him you can know and experience
God's love and plan for your life.
4. We must individually RECEIVE
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord;
then we can know and
experience God's love and plan for
our lives.

Sounds like a good, simple
system for sharing the gospel, right?
The only problem is that these

“Spiritual Laws” don’t include the
good news about the kingdom. They
are all about “the name of Jesus”
but not about his role as King of the
Kingdom.

Another popular tool for sharing
the gospel is “The Roman Road”. It
consists of these points:
1. Romans 3:23 "For all have sinned
and fall short of the glory of God."
2. Romans 6:23a "...The wages of
sin is death..."
3. Romans 6:23b "...But the gift of
God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord."
4. Romans 5:8, "God demonstrates
His own love for us, in that while
we were yet sinners Christ
died for us!"
5. Romans 10:13 "Whoever will
call on the name of the Lord will be
saved!"
6. Romans 10:9,10 "...If you confess
with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and
believe in your heart that God raised
Jesus from the dead, you shall be
saved; for with the heart man
believes, resulting in righteousness,
and with the mouth he confesses,
resulting in salvation." 

Again, this is a fairly simple
gospel presentation to remember
and share, but it doesn’t include the
“gospel of the kingdom.”

So, let me share with you some
“basics” that might work for a
“gospel  of the kingdom”
presentation. Perhaps we can work
together to refine, complete, revise,
etc. this outline.
1. The ultimate plan of God is to

What Is “The Gospel?”
By Pastor Steve Taylor
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bring the earth back to perfection, as
it was in the beginning.
2. God has appointed His Son,
Jesus, to be the King of this perfect
future age.
3. Jesus came into the world the first
time to announce the coming of the
hidden Kingdom (“the
mysteries of the kingdom”) and to
prepare for the future visible
Kingdom (Isaiah 9:7).
4. Jesus came to pay the price for
everyone’s sin by his death on the
cross, burial, and resurrection from
the dead.
5. Those who accept Jesus’ sacrifice
by faith and are baptized are granted
forgiveness of sin, inner renewal
through the Holy Spirit, and hope of
immortality in the coming Kingdom
(Colossians 1:13).
6. Believers are brought into the
p r e s en t  h i d d e n  K i n g d o m
(Revelation 1:6; 5:10) and are
placed in training to co-rule the
earth with Jesus in the future
Kingdom.(Daniel 7:18) This training
consists of a godly lifestyle (1

Thessalonians 2:10-12) and good
stewardship of time and talents.
7. At death, believers cease to exist
until the resurrection at the 2nd
Coming of Jesus. Thoughts perish,
the breath returns to God, and the
body returns to the dust.
8. Dead believers are given
immortality along with living
believers when of Jesus returns to
establish God’s Kingdom on earth.
At that time, believers will rule the
world with Jesus.

I’ll leave you with a simple
illustration that helps me see more
clearly the difference between “the
gospel” and “the gospel of the
kingdom.” Imagine that you knew
nothing about George Washington.
If I were to tell you about his
character (honesty, leadership, etc.),
you might come to appreciate that
he was a good man. But probably
none of this would cause you to
regard him any differently than
other people that you know who had
similar character traits.

The most significant thing I

could tell you about him was that he
was the President of the United
States. When you learn this about
him, you see his life in a different
light – you see a direction and
purpose that you did not see before.
You see that there is a certain
dynamic to his life that you did not
previously see. So it is with Jesus.

If we talk about him as a person,
we can focus on his strengths – his
teaching authority, his compassion,
even his sacrificial death. We
basically come away with the
picture of “a nice guy” not unlike
other great teachers throughout the
ages. But when we put him in the
perspective as King of the coming
Kingdom we begin to see a dynamic
Jesus – not a “nice guy” trapped in
history, but a King who is alive and
building his Kingdom today, and
preparing to return to rule the
world. I believe this is the Jesus of
the Bible, and this is the Jesus we
need to know and share. È

There are some  fellowships close by that will be glad to hear from you.

Near Olympia, WA , contact Robin Todd.
Phone: 360-701-2110
Web Site: www.kingdomheart.org
E Mail: robinsins4u@comcast.net

If you are near Tipp City, Ohio, Contact Dave Hixon
Phone: 937-698-4000
Address: 6370 S. Kessler-Fredrick Rd. Tipp City, OH 45371
Web Site: www.brushcreekchurch.org
E Mail: buckboy14@aol.com

If you are in Southern California, contact Chuck Jones
Church of the Open Bible
Phone: 909-593-3411
Address: 440 W. LaVerne Ave., Pomona, CA. 91767
E mail: openbiblechurch@dslexltreme.com
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This article is based on a talk
given at the 2007 Theological
Conference in Atlanta, Ga.

When it comes to being separate
from the world, this article won’t
expose anything new. What this
article will present is the
information we all know. The old
reasons to be separate from the
world are still the best. So, what I
propose is to review what we
already know.

Prime Directive

What is man’s prime directive?
This is to say, what is it that should
be the driving motive of humans? Of
course, you won’t find ‘prime
directive’ in scripture. What you
will find is “The first and greatest
commandment”, which is to love the
Lord God with all our heart, soul,
strength, and mind as found in the
Shema (see Mark 12:29-30).

Most of us have this memorized
from Sunday School or vacation
Bible school. We can recite it at
will. The real question is “How are
you doing at keeping it?” It’s one
thing to be able to repeat it, it is
another to live it.

Belief: Professed and Functional

What we need is a good reliable
way to know whether or not we are
fulfilling that prime directive. I want

to assert that the measure in which
we fulfill the second great
commandment is clear evidence of
how we are doing on the first. Here
is where we find the distinction
between our professed and
functional beliefs.

We can say what we want
(profess anything) but do we act
(function) on those beliefs? Going
on what a person says only gives
validity to hypocrisy. It is more than
being a good person. There are
groups who do not claim any
attachment to God whatsoever, but
who are good neighbors. So, to fine
tune this, are you striving for the
kingdom of God? This is primary,
first.  –  ahead of food, clothing,
spouse, job, career, reputation,
prestige, authority, or education.
Above everything we need to seek
the kingdom of God and His
righteousness.

The prime directive is to love
the One God above all and seek His
kingdom. Proof of this is how we
love our neighbors. This may be in
disagreement with what the world
teaches. It has been said that one
cannot love his neighbor until he
loves himself. No, we are to love
our neighbor as we already love
ourselves.

Our professed belief is, “we
love God with our whole life.” Our
functional belief may or may not
prove this to be fact. If these two
are not in line, then this would be

the next order of business.

Repentance

This is an important ingredient
in being separate from the world.
Jesus put it this way, “The time is
fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent and believe in this
gospel” (Mark 1:15). Those who
profess belief in the prime directive
will agree that this is good news.
However, the repentance required
establishes the functional belief. As
we know repentance is more that
just saying, “I’m sorry.” It’s turning
away from all that we were taught
that gave us permission to sin and
turning to God’s rule.

I will assert that no matter what
one professes, if one has not
repented, they have not entered the
narrow way. Here again the
difference between functional and
professed belief is displayed.
Repentance, as Jesus used it, refers
to turning from philosophy that the
world espouses (i.e., Dr. Phil and
Dr. Laura) which is the broad way.
Simply because something is
popular doesn’t mean God is in it. 

Why This is Important

This is not something I’ve
imagined, let’s go to 1 John 2:15-
17. Here the Apostle John reveals
how important this matter is. “Do
not love the world or the things in

World Separation
 in High Definition

By Chuck Jones
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the world. If anyone loves the world,
the love of the Father is not in him”
(vs 15). I won’t say that I’m an
expert in N.T. Greek, but I don’t see
any exception in this verse. It
highlights the fact that no one can
serve two masters. One master says
you can serve two, one says you
can’t. Whom do you believe?

One master encourages people to
fight for their rights, get what you
deserve, and indeed kill if you need
to. The other master encourages
people to become a servant to
others, sacrifice yourself, bless and
do good, and die if need be. When it
is put in these terms, it is easy to see
that you can’t have it both ways. 

John’s Logic

It’s wonderful that John doesn’t
just lay down the rules, but he also
tells us why. “For all that is in the
world-the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life-is not
of the Father but is of the world” (vs
16). This is what motivates the
world, the things that are directly
opposed to the prime directive. You
can’t love both God and the world.

Lust of the Flesh

This term refers to forbidden
desires or longings. There are
desires (or lusts) which are not
forbidden, but here John is talking
about those desires that are opposed
to God’s will. The two best
examples of this are the desires for
food or sex. 

The predominate idea says, “I
want what I want and I want it
now!” This is always in regard to
the forbidden desires. Watch TV
commercials and see how desires
are used to sell merchandise. What
we want may be wrong, but Satan
will help us justify getting (or
doing) it. 

Lust of the Eyes

While the flesh refers to what
we feel, lust of the eyes refers to
what we see. From this comes those
emotions like jealousy and envy.
We see what others have and want
it. This is how stealing, wars, and
murder are justified. 

On another level we may see
that others have it better than we do
so we need to protect our rights. It’s
important here to determine which
‘rights’ Jesus told us to ‘fight’ for.
Also, if we were to fight for our
rights or to protect our freedoms,
isn’t it the height of arrogance to
think that we could do a better job
of it than God can? There can be no
justification for wars on the faulty
assumption that we need to protect
our rights or freedoms.

More and more there are those
who are promoting hated toward
immigrants in the U.S.A. I’ve seen
too many messages that say, “We
need to protect our way of life...”
the American lifestyle (Native
Americans are still suffering from
all the illegal immigrants that came
to North America and took control).
The only places in the New
Testament I see Jesus telling us to
‘protect’ anything is in terms of
“watch out that you aren’t
deceived,” or “be on guard that you
don’t fall asleep,” and “don’t be
overcome by this world.” Brothers
and sisters, there are more important
things to ‘protect’ than what this
temporal world can give us.

The lust of the eyes can be
compared to a fishing lure (James
1:14-16). It looks good, it shines,
and it might even hold some
perceived benefit. I should bite on
it. That’s when the sting of the hook
becomes a reality. What happens to
a fish at this moment, happens to
humans when they give in to the
lust of the eyes.

The Most Serious Point

Here is the most serious of the
points John is making. The pinnacle
of the discussion, as I see it, is the
pride of life. Why I think it is so
serious is because the pride of life is
the arrogance that says one is able
to shape one’s life (or country) apart
from God. There is need for God at
all. It is not trusting God.

The critical issue is, what are
you trusting in? There is the whole
realm of political solutions and
political parties that aren’t really
solutions, just ploys to gain
dominance over others. You could
be trusting in a bank account for
retirement or a rainy day. 

Are you trusting in man’s power
to deliver political freedom, or in
God’s power to deliver freedom in
Christ? Are you trusting in the
armies of this country for
protection, or the army of heaven? 

It comes down to what you
trust, and that trust is seen in your
actions. Is it the wisdom of God or
men that you trust? Do you trust
dominating others or serving
others? Are you more apt to make
war to get your way, or make peace
and get God’s way? Are you prone
to return evil for evil or good for
evil?

It may take some major re-
thinking to be no longer conformed
to this world, but that’s the journey.
That has to happen before we can
take the mind of Christ. 

We have lived in the world our
whole lives. It has exerted great
pressure on us to mold us after its
own kind. We can let loose of this
temporal stuff, deny our flesh, take
up our cross and follow our Lord.
That’s putting on a high definition
separation.  È
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Pay attention to this!

We have some spectacularly
good news for you and your family.
Some time in the future, Jesus of
Nazareth is going to become the
world’s first successful super-ruler.
He will totally reorganize human
society, and produce the peace on
earth which we all want. Under
Jesus’ government, there will be no
more wars, no more famine; no
more murder, rape or theft; no more
alcoholism and depression; no more
divorce, and no more poverty.

Does this sound too good to be
true? God, the Creator of all things,
has personally promised that a
Golden Age for all mankind will
come. He has been promising it
since He first placed man on our
earth. The arrival of that era of
glorious peace and prosperity is
guaranteed.

What you have just been told is
the heart of the Christian Gospel.

Very probably you have not heard it
before.

Nearly 2,000 years ago, Jesus
came to announce the dramatically
important good news concerning the
future divine government on earth.
He is coming back to take up His
office as world super-ruler — and
He is now recruiting men and
women to assist Him in the
administration of His coming
Kingdom. He wants you to be a
ruler in that Kingdom. What a
tragedy if you were to allow this
greatest of all career opportunities
to pass you by. You can so easily
neglect the information you have
just been given. But don’t do it. Do
yourself and your family a favor.
Check up on the facts. We might
just have given you the greatest
piece of Truth you have ever heard!

There was a time when we did
not know that Jesus wants to train
men and women now for positions
in the world government of the

coming New Age on earth. When
we found out, our lives were
radically changed. We want to share
with you what we have discovered
about the Christian Gospel — the
Good News about God’s coming
world government.

Don’t delay. Don’t brush us
aside. Remember, God wants you to
help administer a world government
with His Son Jesus, when He
returns. There could be no greater
honor. It is high time for you to be
preparing, with God’s help, for that
position of responsibility. Your
training will entail tests and trials to
ensure that your character and
integrity are beyond suspicion. God
does not intend to allow corrupt
rulership to continue anywhere on
earth once His Son comes into
office. Act now! Find out more
about the Christian Good News.
Peace is coming. And you can help
to bring it about. È

The Greatest Career
Opportunity Of All Time !

By Anthony Buzzard
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One of the Bible characters
revered by Christians, Jews, and
Moslems alike is the patriarch
Abraham. To the Jews, Abraham is
the ancestor from whom the Hebrew
people sprang. They look back to
him as Father Abraham, the first
Hebrew, the man whose dealings
with the Lord God of heaven and
earth were the foundation of Israel’s
intense monotheism (belief in one
God only) and its religious worship
in the midst of pagan nations serving
a multitude of idols.

To the Moslems, the followers
of Mohammed, Abraham is
remembered and revered as the
father of Ishmael and grandfather of
Esau, ancestors of the Arabian
people from which Mohammed
sprang and in whose land Islam, the
Mohammedan religion, began and is
yet centered. Islam, too, with its
worship of Allah alone, has always
been intensely monotheistic.

Christians, also, with the Old
Testament as an integral part of their
Bible, regard Abraham with
affection and respect, remembering
that the very first verse of the New
Testament speaks of Jesus Christ as
“the son of Abraham.” Christians,
too, claim to worship only one God
– the God of Abraham – the Lord

God of heaven and earth. It cannot
be denied that the true Christian
faith of the New Testament is
thoroughly monotheistic.

Abraham, thus, is seen as the
physical or spiritual ancestor of
peoples who alone in a polytheistic
or atheistic world teach the worship
of the one and only God. Abraham
appears as a great beacon light in
the history of mankind- one of those
extremely rare individuals who
tower head and shoulders above the
common lot and from whose
lifetime a new era can be dated.

It is no wonder, then, that
Abraham is mentioned time and
time again in the New Testament,
that he is held up before the eyes of
Christians as an example whose
faith and obedience to God are to be
followed. It is strange to hear
professing Christians today dismiss
Abraham’s life and faith as having
little importance for us, in light of
New Testament teaching to the
contrary.

The Apostle Paul, for example,
in the midst of his great doctrinal
epistles to the Romans and
Galatians, makes it a point to bring
into his discussion the faith of
Abraham. Almost the entire fourth
chapter of Romans is taken up with

this matter. In verse 11, Paul calls
him “the father of all them that
believe,” that is, of all true Christian
believers. If you are a real Christian,
should you not wish to know
something about one who is called
your father? In verse 12, he is called
the father of those who walk in the
steps of his faith. It is apparent,
then, that the faith of Abraham, or
Abrahamic Faith, is or should be an
important matter to Christians.

Galatians 3, also, is largely
concerned with the Abrahamic
faith. Here, Paul stresses the great
importance of the covenant God
made with Abraham. The Apostle
points out that Jesus Christ, our
Savior, is the promised Seed of
Abraham. Let us read verses 26, 27,
29: “For ye are all the children of
God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as
many of you as have been baptized
into Christ have put on Christ…And
if ye be Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.”

From the Bible standpoint, it is
a momentous thing for a person to
be reckoned of the seed of
Abraham. Paul implies as much,
when he declares that those who are
Abraham’s seed are “heirs
according to the promise” (Gal.

What Does
“Abrahamic Faith”

Mean?
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3:29). It is obvious that an heir
should be interested in his
inheritance, and if we are heirs as
Paul says, we should have a vital
interest in what we are to inherit.

This inheritance is inseparably
joined to a certain “promise”
connected with Abraham. Notice
Galatians 3:18; “For if the
inheritance be of the law, it is no
more of promise: but God gave it to
Abraham by promise.” What is this
promised inheritance and what part
do Christians have in it as the seed
of Abraham?

The writer of Hebrews,
summing up the history of Abraham
from the Book of Genesis, says in
Hebrews 11:8-9, “by faith,
Abraham, when he was called to go
out into a place which he should
after receive for an inheritance,
obeyed; and he went out, not
knowing whither he went. By faith
he sojourned in the land of promise,
as in a strange country.” This land in

which Abraham sojourned, or lived
as a stranger, was the land of
Canaan, later called Palestine. It
says that Abraham was to inherit
this land “afterwards” and calls it
the land of “promise.” Verse 13
says that he died in faith, not having
received the promise. In Acts 7:5,
the martyr Stephen refers to the
same fact, declaring that God gave
Abraham “none inheritance in it,
no, not so much as to set his foot
on: yet he promised that he would
give it to him for a possession, and
to his seed after him.”

This might seem like a
contradiction – that God promised
Abraham and his seed the land of
Palestine as an inheritance – and
Abraham died without ever
inheriting it, first living there as an
alien and stranger.

But just here is where the
Abrahamic faith comes in. Abraham
believed in resurrection, that God is
able to raise the dead. Hebrews

11:19 states as much. Though he
died, not ever receiving the
promised inheritance of the land,
this could not frustrate God’s
purpose or promise. There is a
resurrection coming one day, and
then, according to the words of the
Lord Jesus Christ, Abraham will
have his inheritance in the Kingdom
of God. (Luke 13:28, 29) This
Kingdom will be established on the
earth when Christ returns, and will
have its center in the Promised
Land. The Abrahamic faith holds
dearly to God’s great promises, for
“if ye be Christ’s, then are ye
Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.”

Our faith and hope as
Christians, as the seed of Abraham,
look forward to the inheritance with
Abraham in the Promised Land of
the Kingdom of God on earth, when
the Lord Jesus Christ returns.

This is what “Abrahamic Faith”
means! È

If you have internet access here are some sites you can look up and learn
more about us.

www.kingdomready.org The kingdom is
coming...are you ready?
www.godfellas.org . God fellas is committed to
sifting tradition though the filter of scripture.
http://highergroundonline.wordpress.com This is a
blog that you can ask questions and get scriptural
answers.
www.aaronwinnermusic.com The goal of this site is
to connect us with God, first in worship, and with
others, giving of our talents to His glory.  
www.focusonthekingdom.org   Restoration
Fellowship is dedicated to recovering the beliefs of
the first-century disciples of Jesus, the Messiah.
 www.jesusisnotgod.blogspot.com This blog is
devoted to demonstrating from Scripture that God
and Jesus are two separate entities.
www.cogcast.org We hope the unique focus of the
music and messages will be a blessing and
encouragement in your daily walk, as we praise the
King, and proclaim the coming Kingdom!

www.thehemphills.com A powerful ministry and a
catalog of classic gospel songs bear the name
"Hemphill" and their ministry is continuing and
new classics are being written.
www.abc-coggc.org The Church of God General
Conference is the headquarters for Church of God
churches all over the world. 
www.brushcreekchurch.org God's Word is alive and
real at Brush Creek Church of God (in Ohio). God
wants his people to benefit from His Word, so we
preach practical and life-changing messages from
God's Word in every service.
www.kingdomheart.org God has been consistent
with his message to humanity:  As his children,
human beings are to inherit his kingdom on earth. 
www.openbiblechurchonline.org A Church that
stands on the authority of Scripture, and a  Church
that is determined to grow spiritually. 

http://www.godfellas.org
http://highergroundonline.wordpress.com
http://www.aaronwinnermusic.com
http://www.focusonthekingdom.org
http://www.jesusisnotgod.blogspot.com
http://www.cogcast.org
http://www.thehemphills.com
http://www.abc-coggc.org
http://www.brushcreekchurch.org
http://www.kingdomheart.org
http://www.openbiblechurchonline.org
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By nature, God is holy,
powerful, and loving. By nature,
God is also a King. Every King has
a Kingdom. God does. God's
Kingdom has been misunderstood. It
is a Kingdom with visible aspects
which have undergone changes,
titles, subordinate rulers. Still, make
no mistake, it is a Kingdom so great
and so powerful that it can crush not
just metal or clay, but the greatest
kingdoms seen in the ancient world
– or, for that matter, in the modern
world. One day it will do so.

While there were many kings in
the Old Testament, God was
uniquely King in several ways. First,
he was the King of all the earth.
Other “deities” seemed to be limited
in scope; their influence, if any, may
have been confined to a specific
location (e.g. Canaan) or form of
worship (e.g. Baal). These may have
been “territorial gods,” but not God
Almighty, King of the whole earth.

Many Bible scholars believe
these early days distinguished
henotheism from monotheism.
Henotheism, from the Greek word
for “one,” indicates one among
several, as in a counting order: one,
two, three, etc. Henotheists chose
their God, rather than recognizing
that He created (and chose) them.
Selection of a God likely underlies
that famous verse in Joshua,
“Choose you this day whom you
will serve ... but as for me and my
house, we will serve the LORD”
[Yahweh]. (Joshua 24:14).

“Mono” also comes from the

Greek term for one, but it has a far
different meaning. “Mono”
indicates one alone, beside which
there is no other. Monotheists – and
Judaism produced millions of them
– rejected these secondary gods and
claimed allegiance to the one true
God, the covenant God, Yahweh.
Yahweh is King, Yahweh alone.

Earthly kings ruled in the
regions surrounding God's covenant
people and before long Israel
desired such an earthly king. They
selected a big, handsome, tall guy
named Saul. He looked like a king!
Too bad nobody had ever seen
Yahweh in His full glory or Saul
would have looked like quite a
weakly impostor. Even under Saul,
then David, then Solomon, and
numerous others, God was King to
those who wished to know him as
such. Many did.

So, in large part, the Old
Testament unfolds twin stories: the
struggles between earthly kings,
both of God's people and the
Gentiles, and the ultimate Kingship
of God Himself who reveals, and
judges, and works miracles, and
loves, and calls His people unto
Himself. It is a very redemptive
process as God works through
history.

To fully understand the
Kingdom of God, we must consider
the Kingdom in its three temporal
phases: past, present, and future.
We must also understand Jesus,
whom God has, for a time,
appointed as kingly ruler. We are

the subjects over whom God and
Christ reign spiritually in this
present age, though His reign is not
universally recognized. In the
future, God will reign through
Christ, and be recognized by all.
Christ will be worshiped as God's
Son, judge all humankind and,
ultimately, turn the Kingdom over
to His Father, that God may be all
in all.

The present tense, and the
combination of future senses, make
the Kingdom obscure to some
readers. It should not be so if the
reader will face the Bible squarely.

In this day, not the “age of
grace” as many have falsely
claimed, we live in the present evil
age. It is an era when the god of this
world (2 Corinthians 4:4) has
blinded the eyes of many. Of
course, many are themselves blind,
as Jesus also recognizes. So God's
Kingship seems different, even
aloof at times. We read of disasters,
atrocities, murders, blasphemies,
and wonder how God, as King,
aided by His own dear Son, allows
this.

There are answers. God, in His
sovereignty, does not supercede
every detail in every way. This does
not mean He is weak. “The Lord is
not slack concerning His promise ...
but is ... not willing that any should
perish” (2 Peter 3:9). To destroy
every sinner at this moment would
result in the destruction of many
millions, perhaps billions, of souls.
God, rather, has appointed a time in

The Kingdom of God
By Brian J. Atra, Ph.D.
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which He will undo sin's horrible
effects. Some will turn, fulfiling the
meaning of repentance, but stubborn
sinners will pay the ultimate price.

The whole mess, really, began in
the Garden of Eden. God put a
loving couple, Adam and Eve, in the
midst of paradise. God delegated
authority over all the paradise to the
man, Adam. Adam, however, chose
to hand over that which was
entrusted to him to Satan, that old
serpent, the devil. It was a bitter
confrontation which so angered God
that He not only cast Adam and Eve
out of the garden, but He put a curse
on all three – Adam, Eve, and Satan,
thus indicating that they were three
very different beings. Adam and
Eve’s offspring has been tainted,
doomed, cursed. It requires Christ to
reverse this curse. Yet as early as
Genesis 3:15, the first Messianic
promise, God assures us that the
woman's seed will bruise the
serpent's head.

Part of this he has done at
Calvary. Just as those who looked to
the bronze serpent could be spared
(Numbers 21:9), so those who “look
to Christ” are joined to him in
saving faith. They walk through the
valley of the shadow of death,
sometimes stung by a snake. Many
believers will have fallen asleep in
death before Jesus returns to awaken
them and to grant to both them and
the living faithful the gift of eternal
life.

But there is still a sense in which
the Kingdom of God has broken into
our midst today. We are heirs of
God and joint-heirs with Christ. The
Kingdom is not merely physical
(meat and drink) but spiritual
(righteousness, joy, and peace, in the
Holy Spirit). We are in this world
(this age or era) but we belong to
another, that which is to come.
Many nineteenth century preachers
readily -- and accurately -- bespoke

“The Age To Come.”
So, like Paul, we are wretched,

yearning, groaning for deliverance.
But since Christ has become the
first fruits of those fallen asleep, we
have confidence that we, too, shall
be changed when the Kingdom
trumps this evil age and leads us
into that future Kingdom, with its
two distinct eras of perfection.

The Bible teaches both of a
millennium, that is, a thousand year
reign, and then, after a brief revolt,
the final Kingdom All God's
children, from both covenants, Jews
and Gentiles, will be granted eternal
life in that Kingdom.

Is it then that we “go to
heaven?” No. The Bible speaks
repeatedly that this eternal Kingdom
will be upon the earth, a new earth,
one so different from its
predecessor that it will hardly be
recognizable. The Kingdom of God
is often, in Matthew, referred to as
the Kingdom of Heaven, not
because of its location, but because
of its quality, the kind of Kingdom
it is and will be.

Some writers have attempted to
describe certain aspects of that
perfect Kingdom realm. Among my
favorites is Paul paraphrasing Isaiah
64:4, “Eye hath not seen, nor ear
heard ... the things which God hath
prepared for them that love him” (I
Corinthians 2:9).

Some say it really does not
matter what one believes about the
future. After all, God will have His
way. They are quite right that God
will have His way; God is
sovereign. However, it DOES
matter that one believes God's
teaching, because some will be
destroyed, never tasting that life to
come. And who heads that list?
First, the fearful and, second, the
unbelieving. They enter the lake of
fire just ahead of the abominable,
murderers, whoremonger, sorcerers,

and idolaters! (Revelation 21:8)
To qualify for that deadly

condemnation, one need not be
abominable, a murderer, or an
idolater. All it takes is unbelief!
And unbelief reveals itself in a
careless attitude toward the
teachings of God's Word. “Does it
really matter?” Yes, God says it
does.

The Gospel of the Kingdom is
simple. God planned it, His
prophets foretold it. God shaped
history to conform the developing
Kingdom, giving to us King Jesus,
who fervently preached that
Kingdom. Jesus will one day return
to judge the living and the dead. 

Simple: Jehovah is King. Those
in an abiding, living relationship,
subjected to Him, enjoy a foretaste
of that glorious Kingdom. They will
ultimately live for ever in an
entirely different realm.

Human writers, scholars,
religionists, philosophers have all
muddled this simple Bible teaching.
This is tragic. Some, with their
grandiose systems spread across
charts and radio waves, appear to
h a v e  m a d e  m i g h t y
accomplishments, to have done
great things. But the King will say
to some claiming to have done
many mighty works in his name:
“Depart from me. I never knew
you.”

Let us be certain we know the
Bible teaching concerning the
Kingdom of God. Let us be certain
that we know God, for we know
that He knows us. As we draw
nearer to that Holy Kingdom every
day, God commands all persons to
repent. Straining with all our
spiritual might, let us press (Luke
16:16; Philippians 3:14) vigorously
into the Kingdom of God. È
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It Explains What Man Is

Conditional immortality does
not attempt to speculate as to what
man is. It does not attempt to read
into the biblical account any more
than what is there. It does not
attempt to see or argue whether man
is two parts, three parts, or any
number of component parts. This
precious doctrine takes Genesis 2:7
at face value. "And the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man
became a living soul."

What is man? The word of God
says he is a creature formed from
the dust of the ground into which
God breathed the breath of life. The
result of this creative action is "a
living soul" or "a living being." Not
an "immortal soul"! Nowhere is this
expression found in Scripture. 

Nor does it say that God
breathed into Adam a soul, whether
immortal or not. The verse must be
read carefully. God "breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became a living soul."

It may be suggested by some
that "the breath of life" is an
immortal soul or immortal spirit.
Again, we must insist on a careful
reading of Scripture. This verse does
not say such, nor does any verse of
the Bible say that "breath of life" is

an "immortal soul" or "immortal
spirit," a separate and conscious
entity in itself, apart from man's
flesh.

The expression "breath of life"
is in Hebrew "breath of lives." The
word "life" is plural in form. I have
heard it taught that this plural form
- "lives" - indicates that God put
into man his components, such as
body, soul, and spirit. However, the
fact that the word "lives" is plural in
form proves nothing of the kind.
Grammatically, it is an abstract
plural; but the reader does not need
to find in grammar the solution to
the problem. A quick check of "life"
in Young's Analytical Concordance,
pages 603-604, will reveal that the
plural ("lives") is used in many
passages, including that of the
animals going into the ark two by
two. "And they went in unto Noah
into the ark, two and two of all
flesh, wherein is the breath of lives"
(Genesis 7:15). Hence animals also
possess this "breath of life" from
God. One would hardly say that this
proves that they are body, soul and
spirit in the popular sense of these
terms.

A most revealing and helpful
fact, discovered in my own personal
study, is that the Hebrew word for
"soul" (nephesh) is used not only of
man in Genesis 2:7 but also of all
the other living creatures mentioned

in Genesis 1 and 2. The waters
swarm with "soul of life" or "living
souls" (Genesis 1:20), and God also
created the sea monsters and all "the
creeping living souls" with which
the waters abound (Genesis 1:21).
God also said that the earth should
bring forth "the living creature after
his kind," or more literally, "the
soul of life after its kind." This
included all of the animals from the
stately creatures of the forest to the
reptiles and worms of the soil
(Genesis 1:24-25). The Creator calls
them all "living souls."

Genesis 1:30 and 2:19 provide
excellent summaries of the
abovementioned fact. "And to every
beast of the earth, and to every fowl
of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein
there is life [nephesh], I have given
every green herb for meat: and it
was so" (Genesis 1:30). "And out of
the ground the Lord God formed
every beast of the field, and every
fowl of the air; and brought them
unto Adam to see what he would
call them: and whatsoever Adam
called every living creature [soul of
life, or living soul], that was the
name thereof" (Genesis 2:19).

It is for this reason that John
Nelson Darby, in his translation of
the Bible, consistently uses the
word "soul" in these verses. We
certainly are not to infer from this

Conditional Immortality

By Sidney Hatch
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that these animals are "immortal
souls."

If it be argued from Genesis 2:7
that men possess immortality, the
same argument would apply to the
birds of the air, the beasts of the
field, and the fish of the sea; for they
too are "living souls" possessing
"breath of lives."

Although this writer does not
know with certainty why they felt as
they did, it should be mentioned that
there are distinguished names which
have encouraged a belief in animal
immortality: Bishop Joseph Butler,
John Wesley, Augustus Toplady,
and Louis Agassiz. St. Francis of
Assisi preached to the birds (Cf.
Augustus Hopkins  Strong,
Systematic Theology. Philadelphia:
The Judson Press, 1945, pp.
984-985). Certainly these men have
as much justification in this as
others have in reading human
immortality into the Genesis
account.

Conditional immortality,
however, accepts the scriptural
definition of man as a "living soul"
or "living being," but never as an
"immortal soul" or "immortal
being." The latter condition shall
come about only at the resurrection
of the just.

It Explains Where Man Goes at
Death

It has long been my conviction
that the first four chapters of
Genesis are the theological seed-plot
of the Bible. Genesis 3:15 is an
illustration of this. In Genesis 3:19,
we find a clear statement to the first
man as to where he would go at
death: "In the sweat of thy face shalt
thou eat bread, till thou return unto
the ground; for out of it was thou
taken: for dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return."

Conditional immortality chooses

to believe this verse. It believes that
here God spoke to Adam the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the
truth. It does not for a moment
intimate that God told Adam only
half the story, half the truth; for
there can be no guile or deceit in the
words of God.

There is nothing in this verse, or
in any of God's dealings with
Adam, to suggest that he or any part
of him would go anywhere but
"unto the ground" - "unto dust."
There is nothing here to suggest that
Adam would find himself, after
death (and much to his surprise), in
some sort of spirit world.

The conditionalist believes that
God has never abrogated this verse.
He prefers to believe the Bible
rather than Homer's The Odyssey as
to the intermediate state between
death and resurrection. (This writer
has read both.)

Jacob, in his great moment of
anguish, thinking Joseph to be dead,
confirmed the truth of Genesis 3:19,
when he cried, "I will go down into
the grave unto my son mourning"
(Genesis 37:35). (The King James
translators have here correctly
rendered sheol as "the grave.") In
such an hour of heartbreak, of
crushing sorrow and grief, when the
human heart is laid bare, the great
patriarch held on to no Babylonian
or Egyptian hope of life after death,

of life in a spirit world.
This condition - to be in the grave,
in the dust of the earth - is often
spoken of in the Scriptures as
"sleep." Thus the Lord spoke
candidly when he said to David,
"When thy days be fulfilled… thou
shalt sleep with they fathers" (2
Samuel 7:12). We may believe that
the Scripture was fulfilled when it
says, "David slept with his fathers"
(1 Kings 2:10; Cf. Acts 13:36).

Daniel writes "of them that
sleep in the dust of the earth"
(Daniel 12:2). There is nothing
vague or obscure in this statement.
Language could not be more
definite. There is neither the
slightest hint nor the remotest
allusion to the dead being anywhere
else. Such clear and unmistakable
wording cannot be dismissed as
only the language of appearance.

Matthew writes of "the saints
which slept" (Matthew 27:52). Our
Lord speaks of the little maid
sleeping (Matthew 9:24; Mark 6:39;
Luke 8:52). Of Lazarus he said,
"Our friend Lazarus sleepeth" (John
11:11). When the disciples failed to
understand his meaning, John tells
us, "Then said Jesus unto them
plainly, 'Lazarus is dead'" (John
11:14).

Luke tells us that the martyr
Stephen "fell asleep" (Acts 7:60).
Paul gives great comfort - the
coming of the Lord and resurrection
from the dead - concerning them
when are asleep" (1 Thessalonians
4:13-18; 1 Corinthians 15). In 2
Peter 3:4, we read that, "the fathers
fell asleep." In no case are we told
that they went anywhere else except
"to sleep."

Finally, it should be noted that
our Lord said, "The hour is coming,
in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice" (John
5:28). It is in the graves, not
somewhere else, that his voice is

“There is nothing...
to suggest that Adam
would find himself,

after death (and
much to his

surprise), in some
sort of spirit world”.
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heard.
D o u b t l e s s  s o m e  w i l l

immediately think of the account of
the rich man and Lazarus in Luke
16. A careful reading of both Luke
15 and 16 will show that this is one
of several parables given there. To
demonstrate its parabolic nature the
rather facetious question might be
asked, "Where was 'Abraham's
bosom' before Abraham?" Or, "Do
souls in torment have tongues that
taste water?"

The Scripture had already
declared, "In death there is no
remembrance of thee" (Psalm 6:5),
and also, regarding man, "His breath
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth;
in that very day his thoughts perish"
(Psalm 146:4); but the Pharisees
made void the word of God by
believing that dead men could
communicate with one another. The
Lord thus shows them that even if
one rose from the dead they would
not believe. This was proven by the
desire to put to death the real
Lazarus of Bethany for "by reason
of him many of the Jews went away,
and believed on Jesus" (John 12:11).
The events of Matthew 28:11-15
also demonstrate the attempt to
suppress the fact of the resurrection.

Others of our readers may cite
our Lord's reply to the thief on the
cross (Luke 23:43). But his words
must be interpreted in the light of
the thief's request to be remembered
by the Lord whenever he comes into
his kingdom. This can only be when
Christ returns to establish his
kingdom. Hence Christ tells the thief
that he shall be with him in paradise
to be established in the next age, not
at death. It should be considered that
our Lord did not leave this earth to
go anywhere until 43 days after his
crucifixion.

Still others may cite 2
Corinthians 5:8, where Paul says,
"We are confident, I say, and willing

rather to be absent from the body,
and to be present with the Lord."
This expression, "to be present with
the Lord," or to be "at home" or
"living" with him, can only be
realized when Jesus comes. This is
indicated by the context. 2
Corinthians 5:1 says that we have a
body which is "eternal in the
heavens." Therefore Paul cannot be
speaking here of a temporary body
or state, to be put on at death and to
last only until resurrection.

Furthermore, in 2 Corinthians
5:4, Paul speaks of "the mortal"
being swallowed up by "the life"
(compare the Greek here). This can
only refer to mortal man, dust,
being invested with "the life"
(immortal resurrection life) at the
coming of the Lord, when "this
mortal shall have put on
immortality" (1 Corinthians 15:54).
Mortality cannot be swallowed up
by the resurrection life before the

resurrection.
Finally note that in the same

context Paul tells us that we must
all appear before the judgment seat
of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:10). This
occurs, not at death, but at the
coming of the Lord.

A last redoubt of many brethren
may be Philippians 1:23, "Having a
desire to depart, and to be with
Christ; which is far better." The
Greek verb translated "depart" here
is analuo. Its only other occurrence
is in Luke 12:36, where it is
translated "return." "And ye
yourselves like unto men that wait
for their Lord, when he will return

from the wedding."
It is fair to ask, "Why is it not so

translated in Philippians?" The
reader familiar with Greek will note
that a more literal rendering would
be, "Having the desire for the
return." Certainly the return of the
Lord from heaven is "far better."

The noun form of this same
word is analusis. Its proper meaning
is to loose or to dissolve. From it
comes our English word "analysis"
which means, basically, the
separation of anything into its parts
or elements. Analusis occurs once
in Scripture, in 2 Timothy 4:6: "The
time of my departure is at hand."
We would certainly come closer to
the sense of Paul's statement if we
rendered it, "The time of my
analysis [that is, the dissolution of
his body] is at hand." The
translation "departure" is surely
acceptable, however, if we see in it
"departure" from life and a "return"
to that place of which God told
Adam in Genesis 3:19. We are
confident that Paul, in his final
hour, did not abandon that glorious
hope of resurrection, outlined to the
Thessalonians and the Corinthians,
for the Platonic idea of departure to
a spirit world.

It has been the observation of
this writer that all those arguments
which contend that man goes
somewhere else at death besides the
grave are based on the assumption
that there exists such a thing as "an
immortal human soul." For this
supposition there is not one verse of
Scripture, from Genesis to
Revelation.

Conditional immortality,
therefore, accepts the scriptural
teaching that at death a man returns
to the ground out of which he was
taken, and that he sleeps there until
the resurrection. È

“at death a man returns
to the ground out of

which he was taken, and
that he sleeps there until
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There are many different views on
the Rapture and that's okay, since it
is not a salvation issue. I do not
preach or teach on the timing of the
"catching away" of the church in
our services, however I have written
the following study on this important
subject and I hope it will be a
blessing to you.

Jesus is coming soon! The signs
are everywhere, famines, pestilence
(aids is the greatest ever known to
man), and the increase of
earthquakes (Matt. 24:7). Jesus said
also "the sea and the waves would
be roaring" (tsunamis) and there
would be "fearful sights" (Luke
21:11, 25). What could be a more
fearful sight than busses and
buildings being blown up, killing
thousands? One of the greatest signs
of His soon coming is the
re-gathering of the Jews and Israel
re-established as a nation (Isaiah
14:1-3, Jer. Ch. 30 & 31, and Ezek.
Ch. 36 & 37, Amos 9:14-15). Plans
are now under way to rebuild the
last days' temple in Jerusalem (Mark
13:14,  Rev .  11:1-2)  (see
www.temple.org.il). However, there
is one thing that is being taught by
many sincere Christian ministers
today that I believe is based on a
misinterpretation of scripture and I
feel constrained in spirit to write
about it. That is the doctrine of the
pre-tribulation rapture of the church.

May I say in all humility that I
believe this is a man-made doctrine
that is not supported by the Bible.
Not that they would knowingly
preach error but perhaps they have
embraced it without thorough study
and rightly dividing the word of
truth. Maybe you have made up
your mind in this area and will not
hear me out, but I pray that this is
not the case. Please look with me at
some Bible facts.

1. According to Revelation
8:1-13 & 9:1-21; there are 7
trumpets to sound and the wrath of
God and plagues are to be poured
out during the first 6 trumpets. The
saints are resurrected and changed
at the last trumpet. (I Thess.
4:13-17, I Cor. 15:51-52, Rev.
11:15 & Isaiah 27:12-13).

2. It is God's way, as shown in
the Bible, to preserve His people in
trouble rather than take them out of
it. God preserved Noah in the flood,
Daniel in the lions den, the Hebrew

three in the fiery furnace, and Israel
in Egypt (Goshen) at the time of the
terrible plagues. The wrath of God
and plagues will not be poured out
on the saints "for God has not
appointed us to wrath" but will be
poured out on the wicked world that
has worshiped the beast and taken
his mark. (Rev. 14:9-11 & Rev.
16:1-6). God is well able to protect
the righteous while punishing the
wicked (II Peter 2:9). In a major
battle while Israel was marching to
the land of promise, God cast down
great hailstones upon the enemy and
slew more of the enemy than Israel
slew with the sword, and not one
Israelite was killed (Joshua 10:11).

3. In Revelation 12:17 the
dragon persecuted the remnant of
the saints "who have the testimony
of Jesus Christ." Clearly these are
Christian believers. The beast
(anti-Christ) persecutes the saints
according to Daniel 7:21, 24-25 and
Revelation 13:7. How can this be if
they are in heaven?

4. If the saints are raptured
before the time of trouble, why does
Revelation 14:13 say "Blessed are
the dead which die in the Lord from
now on," or verse 12 say "Here is
the patience (perseverance) of the
saints?" (Job 14:13 & Isaiah 57:1).

5. If the saints are raptured to
heaven before the time of trouble,
why did Jesus say in Matthew

Pre-Tribulation Rapture – 
Fact or Fiction? 

by Joel Hemphill

“...is the church to
escape suffering and
persecution, while

Israel that has
already suffered so

much,...?
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24:22, "For the elect's sake those
days will be shortened." The word
elect means "chosen ones" and in
scripture it refers to saved people,
both Jew and Gentile. (Matt. 24:24,
31 & Luke 18:7). Also in Romans
8:33 and Colossians 3:12, Paul
refers to Gentile saints as "God's
elect."

6. The anti-Christ and his
kingdom of Babylon are destroyed
in Revelation chapter 18, before the
marriage supper of the Lamb which
is told of in Revelation 19:1-9.

7. According to II Thessalonians
2:1-4 "the coming of our Lord Jesus
Christ and our gathering together to
Him"(the rapture) cannot occur
"unless the falling away comes first
and the man of sin (anti-Christ) is
revealed" and "stands in the temple
of God, showing himself that he is
God."

8. In Matthew 24:23-30, Jesus
teaches about His second coming
and says plainly that it is "after the
tribulation of those days." Nowhere
does the scripture teach that the
people of God will spend 3½ years
up in the air to escape the great
tribulation. The tribulation is to
punish the world for iniquity as well
as refine Laodicea. Where is that
church today that is without "spot or
wrinkle," "holy and without
blemish" (Ephesians 5:27) and how
will she shine forth without some
refining persecution? When the
early church was persecuted "the

word of God grew and multiplied"
(Acts 12:24).

9. In Revelation 3:7-10 the
Philadelphian church was to be
delivered from "the hour of trial
which shall come upon the whole
world," but not the Laodicean
church which was at the end of the
age. (Rev. 3:14-21).

10. The apostle Paul says in II
Thessalonians 1:7-10, "And to you
who are troubled rest with us,
(when?) when the Lord Jesus shall
be revealed from heaven with His
mighty angels, in flaming fire
taking vengeance on them that
know not God and obey not the
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:
Who shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord, and from the
glory of His power: When He shall
come to be glorified in His saints,
and to be admired in all them that
believe...in that day." This does not
sound like Paul believed in a secret
rapture of the church.

11. Jesus said in Mark 14:25
and Matthew 26:29 "I will drink no
more of the fruit of the vine (wine)
until that day that I drink it new in
the kingdom of God." He said in
Luke 22:18 "For I say unto you, I
will not drink of the fruit of the
vine, until the kingdom of God shall
come." The kingdom of God is to be
set up on earth (Daniel 2:44, 7:14,
18, 22, 27; Matt. 6:10, Rev. 12:10)
so the marriage supper of the Lamb
cannot be in heaven, else Jesus
would not drink the wine that is
served.

12. In studying Jesus great
teaching regarding the end time and
His second coming, found in
Matthew 24, Mark 13, & Luke 21,
no reference can be found to a
secret, pre-tribulation rapture of the
church. He did say, "But he who
endures to the end shall be saved,"
(Matt. 24:13). Please read these

chapters again prayerfully.
13. In Revelation chapter 12,

John the Revelator saw a vision of
the end time, and the Lord's church
pictured as a woman, persecuted by
a great red dragon (Satan). Verse 6
says she "fled into the wilderness,
where she hath a place prepared of
God," where she is fed and
protected for the final 42 months of
the tribulation. Please note that it
did not say she was caught up to
heaven.

14. The angel Gabriel told
Daniel in the book of Daniel chapter
12 that he would not be resurrected
until after the time of trouble "at the
end of the days." Do those who
preach a pre-tribulation rapture
believe that they will be in heaven
seven years before the great prophet
Daniel?

15. Contrary to what is taught
by some, the apostles did not
believe Jesus was coming back to
earth in their lifetimes. He taught
them that certain things would
happen before His return, including
the destruction of Jerusalem and the
Temple (A.D. 70) (Mark 13:2, Luke
29:43-44, Luke 21:9). He told Peter
plainly that he would grow old and
be killed for the Gospel (John
21:19). The disciples were shocked
when they misunderstood Jesus and
thought He was saying that John
would live until His coming (John
21:22-24). Paul knew that he would
die, and spoke of his "departure"
and what would come after. He
knew that the rebuilt Temple would
be defiled by the anti-Christ (Acts
20:29-31, II Tim. 3:1-6, II Thess.
2:1-8). They all understood that
Jesus would come the second time
as He had the first "when the
fullness of time had come" and not
before (Galatians 4:4, Romans
11:25).

My friend, can you imagine a
just God taking His church, which

 “no reference can be
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is the light of the world and the salt
of the earth, to heaven to miss the
time of trouble and leaving the
babies and children of all the nations
to suffer through it? Do you believe
all of earth's children under the age
of accountability will be raptured,
and have you seen in the Bible
where life will continue on earth
with no child to be found under the
age of 10 or 12 years? Likewise is
the church to escape suffering and
persecution, while Israel that has
already suffered so much, is left
here in tribulation without our help,
prayers, or support? It simply does
not fit scripture, but seems tailor
made for an American Church
(Laodicea) that says "I am rich, and
increased with goods, and have need
of nothing," and knowest not "that
thou art wretched, and miserable,
and poor and blind and naked" (Rev.
3:17). I cannot help but think of the
old hymn that asks, "Must I be
carried to the skies on flowery beds
of ease, while others fought to win
the prize and sailed through bloody
seas?"

My friend, God looks severely
upon false teaching and the
seriousness of it can hardly be
overstated. When Paul said in II
Thessalonians 2:3, "Let no man
deceive you by any means" he was
speaking in reference to the timing
of Jesus' return. This shows that
there would be deception regarding
this matter. Every doctrine bears
fruit, and error as you well know
bears bitter fruit. Let me explain
how this pre-tribulation rapture
doctrine can do harm to the body of
Christ.

The USA Today newspaper
carried a story recently about the
U.S.'s most decorated officer to
survive as a P.O.W. He spent 8
years in the horrible prison called
"Hanoi Hilton" and in spite of
intense mental and physical torture,

came back home to his family. He
was asked in the interview, who did
not survive the ordeal and he said,
"The optimists." When asked to
explain he said, "those who said,
'we will be out by Christmas' and
weren't, then 'we'll be out by New
Years' and weren't, then 'we'll be
out by Easter' and weren't, and their
spirits were broken, their hopes
dashed, and they succumbed to
despair and died." He said, "I fixed
my mind for the long haul and
thought, I have a wife and babies
back home in the U.S. and no
matter how long it takes or what I
have to suffer, I will see them and
hold them again." Thus, he made it!
We as Christians must fix our minds
for the long haul!

It is dangerous to preach a
doctrine of easy escape when that is
not what is coming. May I humbly
say that what is coming is a shaking
of the nations. In 1986, God told
me, "I am soon going to shake the
nations with a demonstration of the
power of my wrath. Many will think

that it is the end but it is not, it is
just to show my power to the
nations." God said He did not want
His people stirred by the shaking,
but He wants us stirred by the
Word, now, "so that we will have
the strength to reap the harvest of
souls that the shaking will bring." I
later found where Ezekiel 38:20,
Haggai 2:6-7, Hebrews 12:26-27
and Joel 3:11 speak of this shaking

which is to come. Joel 2:31 says
these things happen "Before the
coming of the great and awesome
day of the Lord."

Let me say to my friends in the
ministry, Brethren instead of telling
people they will fly away and avoid
it all, let's do as Paul did in Acts
14:21-22, preaching to all of the
churches "strengthening the souls of
the disciples, exhorting them to
continue in the faith" and saying
"we must through many tribulations
enter the kingdom of God." What
happened to that message?

As Don Finto said in his book,
Your People Shall Be My People, "I
would rather be prepared for the
worst and be delivered than to be
caught off guard." Daniel 11:32
says, "then they that do know their
God shall be strong and do
exploits," (not, "will fly away").
These exploits are heroic and
notable deeds and there is
something in me that looks forward
with great anticipation to that day.
Strengthened by God, I would love
to do battle with the anti-Christ for
"greater is he that is in us than he
that is in the world" and "the
weapons of our warfare are not
carnal but mighty through God." (I
John 4:4 and II Cor. 10:4)

Dear fellow Christian, please
receive this message in the spirit of
love in which it is written as I do
honor you and believe that you are
a sincere seeker for truth. God has
plans that we know not of and one
thing is for sure, His glory will soon
be revealed in the earth. May we
spread the Gospel and pray for the
soon coming of Jesus. È

Used with permission.
See Joel’s web site at:

www.thehemphills.com
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A teaching Jesus gave to the
Pharisees found in Luke 16:19-31
has caused some controversies. The
teaching is commonly called “The
Rich Man and Lazarus”. Some have
taken what Jesus had said very
literal. Some have postulated that it
is a parable and is only symbolic
(even though it isn’t labeled as
such). I’d like to offer a third
understanding of what Jesus was
offering. 

Jesus is the great teacher and he
used many methods of teaching
God’s truth to turn the listener’s
ideas back upon them with a twist to
drive the truth deep. The teaching of
the Rich Man and Lazarus is one
such time. 

Jesus wanted to confront the
Pharisees’ attitude of pompous pride
and arrogance. So he employed a
known Jewish myth of Abraham’s
bosom which was thought of as the
place of repose after death. This
region, according to Jewish legend,
was also referred to as “Adam’s
bosom”. Today this same sort of
figure of speech is used of Saint
Peter being the gate keeper of
heaven in many stories.

The story Jesus devised
contrasted a poor beggar and a
wealthy man. The wealthy man had
all the comforts life could afford.
While Lazarus sat to beg and the
dogs licked his sores. They both
died. Lazarus was carried to
Abraham’s bosom, while the rich
man was buried. Here is the irony of

Jesus teaching. The rich man, who
while living had all his wishes
fulfilled, represents the Pharisees.
Lazarus, whose life was hard and
miserable, represents all those the
Pharisees looked down on. The
Phar i sees  v io la t ed  God’s
requirement of showing mercy and
justice (Micah 6:8). 

The fortunes were turned.
Abraham tell the rich man this in
verse 25. This is a Jesus taught
elsewhere that “your laughter will

be turned to mourning” and “those
who seek to save their lives will
lose them.”

The rich man begs(a role
reversal) Abraham to send Lazarus
back to warn his brothers, but
Abraham assures him that won’t do
any good, “If they don’t hear Moses
and the prophets they wont be
persuaded by one raised from the
dead” (vs. 31).

I believe Jesus employed this
legend of Abraham’s bosom to
show the Pharisees the necessity of
repentance now and that claiming

Abraham as ‘father’ wouldn’t help
their cause. It wasn’t intended as a
doctrinal statement concerning the
state of the dead. That would be like
saying the parable of the sower is to
show how careless the sower was
with his seeds.

The Apostle Paul employed the
same sort of method in 1
Corinthians 15:29 by saying, “What
will they do who are baptized for
the dead?” This was a practice used
then, but Paul’s mention of it does
not mean it is correct. Paul used it
to correct erroneous thinking about
the resurrection. 

The story of the rich man and
Lazarus has a point. That point is
that Jesus was confronting the
Pharisees’ attitudes. “Now the
Pharisees, who were lovers of
money, also heard all these things,
and they derided Him. And He said
to them, "You are those who justify
yourselves before men, but God
knows your hearts. For what is
highly esteemed among men is an
abomination in the sight of
God”(Luke 16:14-15). One should
not be too high minded, but
consider others better than oneself.
Humility is honored by God. The
real thrust of Jesus’ story is lost
when a doctrine of the state of the
dead is what is drawn from it,
especially if that wasn’t what Jesus
intended. È

Abraham’s Bosom
By Chuck Jones
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You have heard that a lot, and
have probably said it to someone.
But what does it mean? Some think
that if God loves us, He will
magically transform our lives into a
wonderful existence. Some think
that if God loves me, then He will
give me what ever I want, no matter
what it is. Some think that if God
loves me, He will make everything
work out in my favor.

God does love you. There should
never be any doubt about that. The
real question is how is that love
expressed? How does a loving God
deal with His creation? Why won’t
He give me what I want? Why
doesn’t He make my life easier? 

God’s love is felt sometimes in
what we may call “negative” ways.
He deals with us in love when He
corrects us. He loves us enough to
let us have our way in sinful
behavior, so that we learn something
from it. He loves us enough to allow
us to “hit bottom” so we will have to
look up at Him.

Jesus came preaching some good
news. “The kingdom of God is near
at hand.” That’s good news. But
there was more. “...repent and
believe this good news.” That two
sided phrase, “repent and believe” is
powerful and life changing. 

God loves you enough to give
you an invitation to enter His
kingdom. He also expects us to
repent and believe. If you believe,
then you will repent. Repentance is
more than just giving lip service to
God. It’s actually doing something
because you think what He says is
right.

Repentance means more than
just being sorry for our sins. It
means to “turn away from”
something and “turn toward
another”. It’s turning away from all
the empty games you’ve learned so
far in your life, and turning towards
God’s righteousness. It’s turning
away from a victim mentality, to a
victorious mentality in Christ. It’s
turning away from “what’s in it for
me” to “what can I do for others.”

In the complete scheme of
things repentance is turning away
from what the world says is “okay”
to what God declares to be proper
behavior. You see, you just can’t
talk the talk. Words won’t do. God
wants more than just empty words.

People say, “Oh, I love God,”
but they don’t show it in the way
they talk, act, or think about God
and others. Repentance will show a
new you that has the spirit of God.
A new walk. A new talk. A new
outlook on life. A hope that will
endure to the end.

God loves you, yes He does. He
wants you to live beyond this short
time now. Are you willing to
believe ... and repent? You have to
do both or it’s no deal. God makes
the rules, and Jesus told us what
they are. “Repent and believe.”

If you chose not to, then at least
be honest. It’s time to say, “I love
what I can get out of others by
saying the right things. I can
manipulate and get what I want,
God’s got nothing to do with it.”
Nothing in your life would change,
but at least you’d be honest.

You can’t blame God for not

being with you if you’re not willing
to go with Him. He wants you near
Him. He wants to bless you. He
won’t do it while you stay in your
sin. 

Here is the good news. God has
sent His Son Jesus to show us the
way to live that pleases our
Heavenly Father. God has also
promised to provide His spirit to
help us do His good pleasure. All
He asks is for you to believe it and
repent. 

If you need extra help, questions
answered, talk to the person that
gave this tract to you.

God bless you as you draw near
to Him.

Bible Verses to Consider

Mark 1:14-15;  Jesus came to
Galilee, and saying, "The time is
fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is
at hand. Repent, and believe in the
gospel." 

Luke 15:7; "I say to you that
likewise there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who
repents than over ninety-nine just
persons who need no repentance.

Acts 3:19; "Repent therefore and
be converted, that your sins may be
blotted out, so that times of
refreshing may come from the
presence of the Lord, 

Acts 17:30; "Truly, these times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to
repent. È

God loves you!! 


